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RCW RCW 47.80.01047.80.010

FindingsFindings——Declaration.Declaration.
The legislature finds that while the transportation system in Washington is owned and operatedThe legislature finds that while the transportation system in Washington is owned and operated

by numerous public jurisdictions, it should function as one interconnected and coordinated system.by numerous public jurisdictions, it should function as one interconnected and coordinated system.
Transportation planning, at all jurisdictional levels, should be coordinated with local comprehensiveTransportation planning, at all jurisdictional levels, should be coordinated with local comprehensive
plans. Further, local jurisdictions and the state should cooperate to achieve both statewide and localplans. Further, local jurisdictions and the state should cooperate to achieve both statewide and local
transportation goals. To facilitate this coordination and cooperation among state and local jurisdictions,transportation goals. To facilitate this coordination and cooperation among state and local jurisdictions,
the legislature declares it to be in the state's interest to establish a coordinated planning program forthe legislature declares it to be in the state's interest to establish a coordinated planning program for
regional transportation systems and facilities throughout the state.regional transportation systems and facilities throughout the state.

[ [ 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 531990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 53.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.01147.80.011

Legislative intent.Legislative intent.
The legislature recognizes that recent legislative enactments have significantly added to theThe legislature recognizes that recent legislative enactments have significantly added to the

complexity of and to the potential for benefits from integrated transportation and comprehensive planningcomplexity of and to the potential for benefits from integrated transportation and comprehensive planning
and that there is currently a unique opportunity for integration of local comprehensive plans and regionaland that there is currently a unique opportunity for integration of local comprehensive plans and regional
goals with state and local transportation programs. Further, approaches to transportation demandgoals with state and local transportation programs. Further, approaches to transportation demand
management initiatives and local and state transportation funding can be better coordinated to insure anmanagement initiatives and local and state transportation funding can be better coordinated to insure an

W A C  4 6 8 - 8 6

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.80
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.80
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/dispo.aspx?cite=47.80
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.80.010
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1990ex1c17.pdf?cite=1990%201st%20ex.s.%20c%2017%20%C2%A7%2053
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.80.011


efficient, effective transportation system that insures mobility and accessibility, and addresses communityefficient, effective transportation system that insures mobility and accessibility, and addresses community
needs.needs.

The legislature further finds that transportation and land use share a critical relationship thatThe legislature further finds that transportation and land use share a critical relationship that
policymakers can better utilize to address regional strategies.policymakers can better utilize to address regional strategies.

Prudent and cost-effective investment by the state and by local governments in highway facilities,Prudent and cost-effective investment by the state and by local governments in highway facilities,
local streets and arterials, rail facilities, marine facilities, nonmotorized transportation facilities andlocal streets and arterials, rail facilities, marine facilities, nonmotorized transportation facilities and
systems, public transit systems, transportation system management, transportation demandsystems, public transit systems, transportation system management, transportation demand
management, and the development of high capacity transit systems can help to effectively addressmanagement, and the development of high capacity transit systems can help to effectively address
mobility needs. Such investment can also enhance local and state objectives for effectivemobility needs. Such investment can also enhance local and state objectives for effective
comprehensive planning, economic development strategies, and clean air policies.comprehensive planning, economic development strategies, and clean air policies.

The legislature finds that addressing public initiatives regarding transportation andThe legislature finds that addressing public initiatives regarding transportation and
comprehensive planning necessitates an innovative approach. Improved integration betweencomprehensive planning necessitates an innovative approach. Improved integration between
transportation and comprehensive planning among public institutions, particularly in the state's largesttransportation and comprehensive planning among public institutions, particularly in the state's largest
metropolitan areas is considered by the state to be imperative, and to have significant benefit to themetropolitan areas is considered by the state to be imperative, and to have significant benefit to the
citizens of Washington.citizens of Washington.

[ [ 1994 c 158 § 11994 c 158 § 1.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.02047.80.020

Regional transportation planning organizations authorized.Regional transportation planning organizations authorized.
The legislature hereby authorizes creation of regional transportation planning organizations withinThe legislature hereby authorizes creation of regional transportation planning organizations within

the state. Each regional transportation planning organization shall be formed through the voluntarythe state. Each regional transportation planning organization shall be formed through the voluntary
association of local governments within a county, or within geographically contiguous counties. Eachassociation of local governments within a county, or within geographically contiguous counties. Each
organization shall:organization shall:

(1) Encompass at least one complete county;(1) Encompass at least one complete county;
(2)(a) Have a population of at least one hundred thousand, (b) have a population of at least(2)(a) Have a population of at least one hundred thousand, (b) have a population of at least

seventy-five thousand and contain a Washington state ferries terminal, (c) have a population of at leastseventy-five thousand and contain a Washington state ferries terminal, (c) have a population of at least
forty thousand and cover a geographic area of at least five thousand square miles, or (d) contain aforty thousand and cover a geographic area of at least five thousand square miles, or (d) contain a
minimum of three counties; andminimum of three counties; and

(3) Have as members all counties within the region, and at least sixty percent of the cities and(3) Have as members all counties within the region, and at least sixty percent of the cities and
towns within the region representing a minimum of seventy-five percent of the cities' and towns'towns within the region representing a minimum of seventy-five percent of the cities' and towns'
population.population.

The state department of transportation must verify that each regional transportation planningThe state department of transportation must verify that each regional transportation planning
organization conforms with the requirements of this section.organization conforms with the requirements of this section.

In urbanized areas, the regional transportation planning organization is the same as theIn urbanized areas, the regional transportation planning organization is the same as the
metropolitan planning organization designated for federal transportation planning purposes.metropolitan planning organization designated for federal transportation planning purposes.

[ [ 2017 c 68 § 12017 c 68 § 1; ; 2016 c 27 § 12016 c 27 § 1; ; 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 541990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 54.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Effective dateEffective date——2016 c 27:2016 c 27: "This act takes effect July 1, 2016." [  "This act takes effect July 1, 2016." [ 2016 c 27 § 22016 c 27 § 2.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.02347.80.023
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Duties.Duties.
Each regional transportation planning organization shall have the following duties:Each regional transportation planning organization shall have the following duties:
(1) Prepare and periodically update a transportation strategy for the region. The strategy shall(1) Prepare and periodically update a transportation strategy for the region. The strategy shall

address alternative transportation modes and transportation demand management measures in regionaladdress alternative transportation modes and transportation demand management measures in regional
corridors and shall recommend preferred transportation policies to implement adopted growth strategies.corridors and shall recommend preferred transportation policies to implement adopted growth strategies.
The strategy shall serve as a guide in preparation of the regional transportation plan.The strategy shall serve as a guide in preparation of the regional transportation plan.

(2) Prepare a regional transportation plan as set forth in RCW (2) Prepare a regional transportation plan as set forth in RCW 47.80.03047.80.030 that is consistent with that is consistent with
countywide planning policies if such have been adopted pursuant to chapter countywide planning policies if such have been adopted pursuant to chapter 36.70A36.70A RCW, with county, RCW, with county,
city, and town comprehensive plans, and state transportation plans.city, and town comprehensive plans, and state transportation plans.

(3) Certify by December 31, 1996, that the transportation elements of comprehensive plans(3) Certify by December 31, 1996, that the transportation elements of comprehensive plans
adopted by counties, cities, and towns within the region reflect the guidelines and principles developedadopted by counties, cities, and towns within the region reflect the guidelines and principles developed
pursuant to RCW pursuant to RCW 47.80.02647.80.026, are consistent with the adopted regional transportation plan, and, where, are consistent with the adopted regional transportation plan, and, where
appropriate, conform with the requirements of RCW appropriate, conform with the requirements of RCW 36.70A.07036.70A.070..

(4) Where appropriate, certify that countywide planning policies adopted under RCW (4) Where appropriate, certify that countywide planning policies adopted under RCW 36.70A.21036.70A.210
and the adopted regional transportation plan are consistent.and the adopted regional transportation plan are consistent.

(5) Develop, in cooperation with the department of transportation, operators of public(5) Develop, in cooperation with the department of transportation, operators of public
transportation services and local governments within the region, a six-year regional transportationtransportation services and local governments within the region, a six-year regional transportation
improvement program which proposes regionally significant transportation projects and programs andimprovement program which proposes regionally significant transportation projects and programs and
transportation demand management measures. The regional transportation improvement program shalltransportation demand management measures. The regional transportation improvement program shall
be based on the programs, projects, and transportation demand management measures of regionalbe based on the programs, projects, and transportation demand management measures of regional
significance as identified by transit agencies, cities, and counties pursuant to RCW significance as identified by transit agencies, cities, and counties pursuant to RCW 35.58.279535.58.2795,,
35.77.01035.77.010, and , and 36.81.12136.81.121, respectively, and any recommended programs or projects identified by the, respectively, and any recommended programs or projects identified by the
agency council on coordinated transportation, as provided in *chapter agency council on coordinated transportation, as provided in *chapter 47.06B47.06B RCW, that advance RCW, that advance
special needs coordinated transportation as defined in *RCW special needs coordinated transportation as defined in *RCW 47.06B.01247.06B.012. The program shall include a. The program shall include a
priority list of projects and programs, project segments and programs, transportation demandpriority list of projects and programs, project segments and programs, transportation demand
management measures, and a specific financial plan that demonstrates how the transportationmanagement measures, and a specific financial plan that demonstrates how the transportation
improvement program can be funded. The program shall be updated at least every two years for theimprovement program can be funded. The program shall be updated at least every two years for the
ensuing six-year period.ensuing six-year period.

(6) Include specific opportunities and projects to advance special needs coordinated(6) Include specific opportunities and projects to advance special needs coordinated
transportation, as defined in *RCW transportation, as defined in *RCW 47.06B.01247.06B.012, in the coordinated transit-human services transportation, in the coordinated transit-human services transportation
plan, after providing opportunity for public comment.plan, after providing opportunity for public comment.

(7) Designate a lead planning agency to coordinate preparation of the regional transportation(7) Designate a lead planning agency to coordinate preparation of the regional transportation
plan and carry out the other responsibilities of the organization. The lead planning agency may be aplan and carry out the other responsibilities of the organization. The lead planning agency may be a
regional organization, a component county, city, or town agency, or the appropriate Washington stateregional organization, a component county, city, or town agency, or the appropriate Washington state
department of transportation district office.department of transportation district office.

(8) Review level of service methodologies used by cities and counties planning under chapter(8) Review level of service methodologies used by cities and counties planning under chapter
36.70A36.70A RCW to promote a consistent regional evaluation of transportation facilities and corridors. RCW to promote a consistent regional evaluation of transportation facilities and corridors.

(9) Work with cities, counties, transit agencies, the department of transportation, and others to(9) Work with cities, counties, transit agencies, the department of transportation, and others to
develop level of service standards or alternative transportation performance measures.develop level of service standards or alternative transportation performance measures.

(10) Submit to the agency council on coordinated transportation, as provided in *chapter (10) Submit to the agency council on coordinated transportation, as provided in *chapter 47.06B47.06B
RCW, beginning on July 1, 2007, and every four years thereafter, an updated plan that includes theRCW, beginning on July 1, 2007, and every four years thereafter, an updated plan that includes the
elements identified by the council. Each regional transportation planning organization must submit to theelements identified by the council. Each regional transportation planning organization must submit to the
council every two years a prioritized regional human service and transportation project list.council every two years a prioritized regional human service and transportation project list.

[ [ 2009 c 515 § 152009 c 515 § 15; ; 2007 c 421 § 52007 c 421 § 5; ; 1998 c 171 § 81998 c 171 § 8; ; 1994 c 158 § 21994 c 158 § 2.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

*Reviser's note:*Reviser's note: Chapter  Chapter 47.06B47.06B RCW was repealed by  RCW was repealed by 2011 c 60 § 512011 c 60 § 51..
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RCW RCW 47.80.02647.80.026

Comprehensive plans, transportation guidelines, and principles.Comprehensive plans, transportation guidelines, and principles.
Each regional transportation planning organization, with cooperation from component cities,Each regional transportation planning organization, with cooperation from component cities,

towns, and counties, shall establish guidelines and principles by July 1, 1995, that provide specifictowns, and counties, shall establish guidelines and principles by July 1, 1995, that provide specific
direction for the development and evaluation of the transportation elements of comprehensive plans,direction for the development and evaluation of the transportation elements of comprehensive plans,
where such plans exist, and to assure that state, regional, and local goals for the development ofwhere such plans exist, and to assure that state, regional, and local goals for the development of
transportation systems are met. These guidelines and principles shall address at a minimum thetransportation systems are met. These guidelines and principles shall address at a minimum the
relationship between transportation systems and the following factors: Concentration of economicrelationship between transportation systems and the following factors: Concentration of economic
activity, residential density, development corridors and urban design that, where appropriate, supportsactivity, residential density, development corridors and urban design that, where appropriate, supports
high capacity transit, freight transportation and port access, development patterns that promotehigh capacity transit, freight transportation and port access, development patterns that promote
pedestrian and nonmotorized transportation, circulation systems, access to regional systems, effectivepedestrian and nonmotorized transportation, circulation systems, access to regional systems, effective
and efficient highway systems, the ability of transportation facilities and programs to retain existing andand efficient highway systems, the ability of transportation facilities and programs to retain existing and
attract new jobs and private investment and to accommodate growth in demand, transportation demandattract new jobs and private investment and to accommodate growth in demand, transportation demand
management, joint and mixed use developments, present and future railroad right-of-way corridormanagement, joint and mixed use developments, present and future railroad right-of-way corridor
utilization, and intermodal connections.utilization, and intermodal connections.

Examples shall be published by the organization to assist local governments in interpreting andExamples shall be published by the organization to assist local governments in interpreting and
explaining the requirements of this section.explaining the requirements of this section.

[ [ 1994 c 158 § 31994 c 158 § 3.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.03047.80.030

Regional transportation planRegional transportation plan——Contents, review, use.Contents, review, use.
(1) Each regional transportation planning organization shall develop in cooperation with the(1) Each regional transportation planning organization shall develop in cooperation with the

department of transportation, providers of public transportation and high capacity transportation, ports,department of transportation, providers of public transportation and high capacity transportation, ports,
and local governments within the region, adopt, and periodically update a regional transportation planand local governments within the region, adopt, and periodically update a regional transportation plan
that:that:

(a) Is based on a least cost planning methodology that identifies the most cost-effective facilities,(a) Is based on a least cost planning methodology that identifies the most cost-effective facilities,
services, and programs;services, and programs;

(b) Identifies existing or planned transportation facilities, services, and programs, including but(b) Identifies existing or planned transportation facilities, services, and programs, including but
not limited to major roadways including state highways and regional arterials, transit and nonmotorizednot limited to major roadways including state highways and regional arterials, transit and nonmotorized
services and facilities, multimodal and intermodal facilities, marine ports and airports, railroads, andservices and facilities, multimodal and intermodal facilities, marine ports and airports, railroads, and
noncapital programs including transportation demand management that should function as an integratednoncapital programs including transportation demand management that should function as an integrated
regional transportation system, giving emphasis to those facilities, services, and programs that exhibitregional transportation system, giving emphasis to those facilities, services, and programs that exhibit
one or more of the following characteristics:one or more of the following characteristics:

(i) Crosses member county lines;(i) Crosses member county lines;
(ii) Is or will be used by a significant number of people who live or work outside the county in(ii) Is or will be used by a significant number of people who live or work outside the county in

which the facility, service, or project is located;which the facility, service, or project is located;
(iii) Significant impacts are expected to be felt in more than one county;(iii) Significant impacts are expected to be felt in more than one county;
(iv) Potentially adverse impacts of the facility, service, program, or project can be better avoided(iv) Potentially adverse impacts of the facility, service, program, or project can be better avoided

or mitigated through adherence to regional policies;or mitigated through adherence to regional policies;
(v) Transportation needs addressed by a project have been identified by the regional(v) Transportation needs addressed by a project have been identified by the regional

transportation planning process and the remedy is deemed to have regional significance; andtransportation planning process and the remedy is deemed to have regional significance; and
(vi) Provides for system continuity;(vi) Provides for system continuity;
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(c) Establishes level of service standards for state highways and state ferry routes, with the(c) Establishes level of service standards for state highways and state ferry routes, with the
exception of transportation facilities of statewide significance as defined in RCW exception of transportation facilities of statewide significance as defined in RCW 47.06.14047.06.140. These. These
regionally established level of service standards for state highways and state ferries shall be developedregionally established level of service standards for state highways and state ferries shall be developed
jointly with the department of transportation, to encourage consistency across jurisdictions. Injointly with the department of transportation, to encourage consistency across jurisdictions. In
establishing level of service standards for state highways and state ferries, consideration shall be givenestablishing level of service standards for state highways and state ferries, consideration shall be given
for the necessary balance between providing for the free interjurisdictional movement of people andfor the necessary balance between providing for the free interjurisdictional movement of people and
goods and the needs of local commuters using state facilities;goods and the needs of local commuters using state facilities;

(d) Includes a financial plan demonstrating how the regional transportation plan can be(d) Includes a financial plan demonstrating how the regional transportation plan can be
implemented, indicating resources from public and private sources that are reasonably expected to beimplemented, indicating resources from public and private sources that are reasonably expected to be
made available to carry out the plan, and recommending any innovative financing techniques to financemade available to carry out the plan, and recommending any innovative financing techniques to finance
needed facilities, services, and programs;needed facilities, services, and programs;

(e) Assesses regional development patterns, capital investment and other measures necessary(e) Assesses regional development patterns, capital investment and other measures necessary
to:to:

(i) Ensure the preservation of the existing regional transportation system, including requirements(i) Ensure the preservation of the existing regional transportation system, including requirements
for operational improvements, resurfacing, restoration, and rehabilitation of existing and future majorfor operational improvements, resurfacing, restoration, and rehabilitation of existing and future major
roadways, as well as operations, maintenance, modernization, and rehabilitation of existing and futureroadways, as well as operations, maintenance, modernization, and rehabilitation of existing and future
transit, railroad systems and corridors, and nonmotorized facilities; andtransit, railroad systems and corridors, and nonmotorized facilities; and

(ii) Make the most efficient use of existing transportation facilities to relieve vehicular congestion(ii) Make the most efficient use of existing transportation facilities to relieve vehicular congestion
and maximize the mobility of people and goods;and maximize the mobility of people and goods;

(f) Sets forth a proposed regional transportation approach, including capital investments, service(f) Sets forth a proposed regional transportation approach, including capital investments, service
improvements, programs, and transportation demand management measures to guide the developmentimprovements, programs, and transportation demand management measures to guide the development
of the integrated, multimodal regional transportation system. For regional growth centers, the approachof the integrated, multimodal regional transportation system. For regional growth centers, the approach
must address transportation concurrency strategies required under RCW must address transportation concurrency strategies required under RCW 36.70A.07036.70A.070 and include a and include a
measurement of vehicle level of service for off-peak periods and total multimodal capacity for peakmeasurement of vehicle level of service for off-peak periods and total multimodal capacity for peak
periods; andperiods; and

(g) Where appropriate, sets forth the relationship of high capacity transportation providers and(g) Where appropriate, sets forth the relationship of high capacity transportation providers and
other public transit providers with regard to responsibility for, and the coordination between, services andother public transit providers with regard to responsibility for, and the coordination between, services and
facilities.facilities.

(2) The organization shall review the regional transportation plan biennially for currency and(2) The organization shall review the regional transportation plan biennially for currency and
forward the adopted plan along with documentation of the biennial review to the state department offorward the adopted plan along with documentation of the biennial review to the state department of
transportation.transportation.

(3) All transportation projects, programs, and transportation demand management measures(3) All transportation projects, programs, and transportation demand management measures
within the region that have an impact upon regional facilities or services must be consistent with the planwithin the region that have an impact upon regional facilities or services must be consistent with the plan
and with the adopted regional growth and transportation strategies.and with the adopted regional growth and transportation strategies.

[ [ 2005 c 328 § 22005 c 328 § 2; ; 1998 c 171 § 91998 c 171 § 9; ; 1994 c 158 § 41994 c 158 § 4; ; 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 551990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 55.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.04047.80.040

Transportation policy boards.Transportation policy boards.
Each regional transportation planning organization shall create a transportation policy board.Each regional transportation planning organization shall create a transportation policy board.

Transportation policy boards shall provide policy advice to the regional transportation planningTransportation policy boards shall provide policy advice to the regional transportation planning
organization and shall allow representatives of major employers within the region, the department oforganization and shall allow representatives of major employers within the region, the department of
transportation, transit districts, port districts, and member cities, towns, and counties within the region totransportation, transit districts, port districts, and member cities, towns, and counties within the region to
participate in policy making. Any members of the house of representatives or the state senate whoseparticipate in policy making. Any members of the house of representatives or the state senate whose
districts are wholly or partly within the boundaries of the regional transportation planning organization aredistricts are wholly or partly within the boundaries of the regional transportation planning organization are
considered ex officio, nonvoting policy board members of the regional transportation planningconsidered ex officio, nonvoting policy board members of the regional transportation planning
organization. This does not preclude legislators from becoming full-time, voting board members.organization. This does not preclude legislators from becoming full-time, voting board members.
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[ [ 2003 c 351 § 12003 c 351 § 1; ; 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 561990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 56.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.05047.80.050

Allocation of regional transportation planning fundsAllocation of regional transportation planning funds——EligibilityEligibility——FederallyFederally
recognized tribes, voting membership.recognized tribes, voting membership.

(1) Biennial appropriations to the department of transportation to carry out the regional(1) Biennial appropriations to the department of transportation to carry out the regional
transportation planning program shall set forth the amounts to be allocated as follows:transportation planning program shall set forth the amounts to be allocated as follows:

(a) A base amount per county for each county within each regional transportation planning(a) A base amount per county for each county within each regional transportation planning
organization, to be distributed to the lead planning agency;organization, to be distributed to the lead planning agency;

(b) An amount to be distributed to each lead planning agency on a per capita basis; and(b) An amount to be distributed to each lead planning agency on a per capita basis; and
(c) An amount to be administered by the department of transportation as a discretionary grant(c) An amount to be administered by the department of transportation as a discretionary grant

program for special regional planning projects, including grants to allow counties which have significantprogram for special regional planning projects, including grants to allow counties which have significant
transportation interests in common with an adjoining region to also participate in that region's planningtransportation interests in common with an adjoining region to also participate in that region's planning
efforts.efforts.

(2) In order for a regional transportation planning organization to be eligible to receive state funds(2) In order for a regional transportation planning organization to be eligible to receive state funds
that are appropriated for regional transportation planning organizations, a regional transportationthat are appropriated for regional transportation planning organizations, a regional transportation
planning organization must provide a reasonable opportunity for voting membership to federallyplanning organization must provide a reasonable opportunity for voting membership to federally
recognized tribes that hold reservation or trust lands within the planning area of the regionalrecognized tribes that hold reservation or trust lands within the planning area of the regional
transportation planning organization. Any federally recognized tribe that holds reservation or trust landtransportation planning organization. Any federally recognized tribe that holds reservation or trust land
within the planning area of a regional transportation planning organization and does not have votingwithin the planning area of a regional transportation planning organization and does not have voting
membership in the regional transportation planning organization must be offered voting membership inmembership in the regional transportation planning organization must be offered voting membership in
the regional transportation planning organization every two years or when the composition of the boardthe regional transportation planning organization every two years or when the composition of the board
of the regional transportation planning organization is modified in an interlocal agreement.of the regional transportation planning organization is modified in an interlocal agreement.

[ [ 2019 c 118 § 12019 c 118 § 1; ; 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 571990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 57.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Effective dateEffective date——2019 c 118:2019 c 118: "This act takes effect August 1, 2019." [  "This act takes effect August 1, 2019." [ 2019 c 118 § 22019 c 118 § 2.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.06047.80.060

Executive board membership.Executive board membership.
In order to qualify for state planning funds available to regional transportation planningIn order to qualify for state planning funds available to regional transportation planning

organizations, the regional transportation planning organizations containing any county with a populationorganizations, the regional transportation planning organizations containing any county with a population
in excess of one million shall provide voting membership on its executive board to the statein excess of one million shall provide voting membership on its executive board to the state
transportation commission, the state department of transportation, the four largest public port districtstransportation commission, the state department of transportation, the four largest public port districts
within the region as determined by gross operating revenues, any incorporated principal city of awithin the region as determined by gross operating revenues, any incorporated principal city of a
metropolitan statistical area within the region, as designated by the United States census bureau, andmetropolitan statistical area within the region, as designated by the United States census bureau, and
any incorporated city within the region with a population in excess of eighty thousand. It shall furtherany incorporated city within the region with a population in excess of eighty thousand. It shall further
assure that at least fifty percent of the county and city local elected officials who serve on the executiveassure that at least fifty percent of the county and city local elected officials who serve on the executive
board also serve on transit agency boards or on a regional transit authority.board also serve on transit agency boards or on a regional transit authority.

[ [ 2007 c 511 § 12007 c 511 § 1; ; 2005 c 334 § 12005 c 334 § 1; ; 1992 c 101 § 311992 c 101 § 31.].]
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NOTES:NOTES:

Section headings not part of lawSection headings not part of law——SeverabilitySeverability——Effective dateEffective date——1992 c 101:1992 c 101: See RCW See RCW
81.112.90081.112.900 through  through 81.112.90281.112.902..

RCW RCW 47.80.07047.80.070

Statewide consistency.Statewide consistency.
In order to ensure statewide consistency in the regional transportation planning process, the stateIn order to ensure statewide consistency in the regional transportation planning process, the state

department of transportation, in conformance with chapter department of transportation, in conformance with chapter 34.0534.05 RCW, shall: RCW, shall:
(1) In cooperation with regional transportation planning organizations, establish minimum(1) In cooperation with regional transportation planning organizations, establish minimum

standards for development of a regional transportation plan;standards for development of a regional transportation plan;
(2) Facilitate coordination between regional transportation planning organizations; and(2) Facilitate coordination between regional transportation planning organizations; and
(3) Through the regional transportation planning process, and through state planning efforts as(3) Through the regional transportation planning process, and through state planning efforts as

required by RCW required by RCW 47.01.07147.01.071, identify and jointly plan improvements and strategies within those corridors, identify and jointly plan improvements and strategies within those corridors
important to moving people and goods on a regional or statewide basis.important to moving people and goods on a regional or statewide basis.

[ [ 1994 c 158 § 51994 c 158 § 5.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.08047.80.080

Majority vote on state matters.Majority vote on state matters.
When voting on matters solely affecting Washington state, a regional transportation planningWhen voting on matters solely affecting Washington state, a regional transportation planning

organization must obtain a majority vote of the Washington residents serving as members of the regionalorganization must obtain a majority vote of the Washington residents serving as members of the regional
transportation planning organization before a matter may be adopted.transportation planning organization before a matter may be adopted.

[ [ 2003 c 351 § 22003 c 351 § 2.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.09047.80.090

Regional transportation planning organizationsRegional transportation planning organizations——Electric vehicle infrastructure.Electric vehicle infrastructure.
(1) A regional transportation planning organization containing any county with a population in(1) A regional transportation planning organization containing any county with a population in

excess of one million in collaboration with representatives from the department of ecology, theexcess of one million in collaboration with representatives from the department of ecology, the
department of commerce, local governments, and the office of regulatory assistance must seek federaldepartment of commerce, local governments, and the office of regulatory assistance must seek federal
or private funding for the planning for, deployment of, or regulations concerning electric vehicleor private funding for the planning for, deployment of, or regulations concerning electric vehicle
infrastructure. These efforts should include:infrastructure. These efforts should include:

(a) Development of short-term and long-term plans outlining how state, regional, and local(a) Development of short-term and long-term plans outlining how state, regional, and local
government construction may include electric vehicle infrastructure in publicly available off-street parkinggovernment construction may include electric vehicle infrastructure in publicly available off-street parking
and government fleet vehicle parking, including what ratios of charge spots to parking may beand government fleet vehicle parking, including what ratios of charge spots to parking may be
appropriate based on location or type of facility or building;appropriate based on location or type of facility or building;

(b) Consultations with the state building code council and the department of labor and industries(b) Consultations with the state building code council and the department of labor and industries
to coordinate the plans with state standards for new residential, commercial, and industrial buildings toto coordinate the plans with state standards for new residential, commercial, and industrial buildings to
ensure that the appropriate electric circuitry is installed to support electric vehicle infrastructure;ensure that the appropriate electric circuitry is installed to support electric vehicle infrastructure;
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(c) Consultation with the workforce development council and the student achievement council to(c) Consultation with the workforce development council and the student achievement council to
ensure the development of appropriate educational and training opportunities for citizens of the state inensure the development of appropriate educational and training opportunities for citizens of the state in
support of the transition of some portion of vehicular transportation from combustion to electric vehicles;support of the transition of some portion of vehicular transportation from combustion to electric vehicles;

(d) Development of an implementation plan for counties with a population greater than five(d) Development of an implementation plan for counties with a population greater than five
hundred thousand with the goal of having public and private parking spaces, in the aggregate, be tenhundred thousand with the goal of having public and private parking spaces, in the aggregate, be ten
percent electric vehicle ready by December 31, 2018; andpercent electric vehicle ready by December 31, 2018; and

(e) Development of model ordinances and guidance for local governments for siting and installing(e) Development of model ordinances and guidance for local governments for siting and installing
electric vehicle infrastructure, in particular battery charging stations, and appropriate handling, recycling,electric vehicle infrastructure, in particular battery charging stations, and appropriate handling, recycling,
and storage of electric vehicle batteries and equipment.and storage of electric vehicle batteries and equipment.

(2) These plans and any recommendations developed as a result of the consultations required by(2) These plans and any recommendations developed as a result of the consultations required by
this section must be submitted to the legislature by December 31, 2010, or as soon as reasonablythis section must be submitted to the legislature by December 31, 2010, or as soon as reasonably
practicable after the securing of any federal or private funding. Priority will be given to the activities inpracticable after the securing of any federal or private funding. Priority will be given to the activities in
subsection (1)(e) of this section and any ordinances or guidance that is developed will be submitted tosubsection (1)(e) of this section and any ordinances or guidance that is developed will be submitted to
the legislature, the department of commerce, and affected local governments prior to December 31,the legislature, the department of commerce, and affected local governments prior to December 31,
2010, if completed.2010, if completed.

(3) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this section unless the context clearly(3) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this section unless the context clearly
requires otherwise.requires otherwise.

(a) "Battery charging station" means an electrical component assembly or cluster of component(a) "Battery charging station" means an electrical component assembly or cluster of component
assemblies designed specifically to charge batteries within electric vehicles, which meet or exceed anyassemblies designed specifically to charge batteries within electric vehicles, which meet or exceed any
standards, codes, and regulations set forth by chapter standards, codes, and regulations set forth by chapter 19.2819.28 RCW and consistent with rules adopted RCW and consistent with rules adopted
under RCW under RCW 19.27.54019.27.540..

(b) "Battery exchange station" means a fully automated facility that will enable an electric vehicle(b) "Battery exchange station" means a fully automated facility that will enable an electric vehicle
with a swappable battery to enter a drive lane and exchange the depleted battery with a fully chargedwith a swappable battery to enter a drive lane and exchange the depleted battery with a fully charged
battery through a fully automated process, which meets or exceeds any standards, codes, andbattery through a fully automated process, which meets or exceeds any standards, codes, and
regulations set forth by chapter regulations set forth by chapter 19.2819.28 RCW and consistent with rules adopted under RCW  RCW and consistent with rules adopted under RCW 19.27.54019.27.540..

(c) "Electric vehicle infrastructure" means structures, machinery, and equipment necessary and(c) "Electric vehicle infrastructure" means structures, machinery, and equipment necessary and
integral to support an electric vehicle, including battery charging stations, rapid charging stations, andintegral to support an electric vehicle, including battery charging stations, rapid charging stations, and
battery exchange stations.battery exchange stations.

(d) "Rapid charging station" means an industrial grade electrical outlet that allows for faster(d) "Rapid charging station" means an industrial grade electrical outlet that allows for faster
recharging of electric vehicle batteries through higher power levels, which meets or exceeds anyrecharging of electric vehicle batteries through higher power levels, which meets or exceeds any
standards, codes, and regulations set forth by chapter standards, codes, and regulations set forth by chapter 19.2819.28 RCW and consistent with rules adopted RCW and consistent with rules adopted
under RCW under RCW 19.27.54019.27.540..

[ [ 2012 c 229 § 5922012 c 229 § 592; ; 2009 c 459 § 22009 c 459 § 2.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Effective dateEffective date——2012 c 229 §§ 101, 117, 401, 402, 501 through 594, 601 through 609, 7012012 c 229 §§ 101, 117, 401, 402, 501 through 594, 601 through 609, 701
through 708, 801 through 821, 902, and 904:through 708, 801 through 821, 902, and 904: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 28B.77.00528B.77.005..

FindingFinding——PurposePurpose——2009 c 459:2009 c 459: "The legislature finds the development of electric vehicle "The legislature finds the development of electric vehicle
infrastructure to be a critical step in creating jobs, fostering economic growth, reducing greenhouse gasinfrastructure to be a critical step in creating jobs, fostering economic growth, reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, reducing our reliance on foreign fuels, and reducing the pollution of Puget Sound attributableemissions, reducing our reliance on foreign fuels, and reducing the pollution of Puget Sound attributable
to the operation of petroleum-based vehicles on streets and highways. Limited driving distance betweento the operation of petroleum-based vehicles on streets and highways. Limited driving distance between
battery charges is a fundamental disadvantage and obstacle to broad consumer adoption of vehiclesbattery charges is a fundamental disadvantage and obstacle to broad consumer adoption of vehicles
powered by electricity. In order to eliminate this fundamental disadvantage and dramatically increasepowered by electricity. In order to eliminate this fundamental disadvantage and dramatically increase
consumer acceptance and usage of electric vehicles, it is essential that an infrastructure of convenientconsumer acceptance and usage of electric vehicles, it is essential that an infrastructure of convenient
electric vehicle charging opportunities be developed. The purpose of this act is to encourage theelectric vehicle charging opportunities be developed. The purpose of this act is to encourage the
transition to electric vehicle use and to expedite the establishment of a convenient, cost-effective, electrictransition to electric vehicle use and to expedite the establishment of a convenient, cost-effective, electric
vehicle infrastructure that such a transition necessitates. The state's success in encouraging thisvehicle infrastructure that such a transition necessitates. The state's success in encouraging this
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transition will serve as an economic stimulus to the creation of short-term and long-term jobs as thetransition will serve as an economic stimulus to the creation of short-term and long-term jobs as the
entire automobile industry and its associated direct and indirect jobs transform over time fromentire automobile industry and its associated direct and indirect jobs transform over time from
combustion to electric vehicles." [ combustion to electric vehicles." [ 2009 c 459 § 12009 c 459 § 1.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.90247.80.902

Captions not part of lawCaptions not part of law——1994 c 158.1994 c 158.
Captions used in this act do not constitute any part of the law.Captions used in this act do not constitute any part of the law.

[ [ 1994 c 158 § 111994 c 158 § 11.].]

RCW RCW 47.80.90447.80.904

Effective dateEffective date——1994 c 158.1994 c 158.
This act shall take effect July 1, 1994.This act shall take effect July 1, 1994.

[ [ 1994 c 158 § 131994 c 158 § 13.].]
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Chapter 468-86 WAC
RTPO PLANNING STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Last Update: 4/15/97
WAC

PART ONE
PURPOSE/AUTHORITY

468-86-010 Authority.
468-86-020 Purpose/intent.

PART TWO
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

468-86-030 Definitions.
468-86-040 Determining the region.
468-86-050 Establishing the organization.
468-86-060 Relationship to MPOs.
468-86-070 Designation procedures.

PART THREE
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

468-86-080 Least-cost planning methodology.
468-86-090 Regional transportation goals and objectives.
468-86-100 Regional transportation strategy.
468-86-110 Needs, deficiencies, data requirements, and coordinated regional transportation and land 

use assumptions.
468-86-120 Financial component.
468-86-130 Proposed future transportation network.
468-86-140 High capacity transit and public transportation interrelationships.

PART FOUR
CERTIFICATION

468-86-150 Certification.
PART FIVE

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
468-86-160 Regional transportation improvement program.

PART ONE
PURPOSE/AUTHORITY

WAC 468-86-010  Authority.  The regional transportation planning 
program was authorized by the 1990 legislature as part of the state's 
Growth Management Act. The program is contained in chapter 47.80 RCW, 
with funding appropriations made as part of the Department of Trans-
portation Appropriations Act.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-010, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-020  Purpose/intent.  (1) The regional transportation 
planning program creates a formal mechanism for local governments and 
the state to coordinate transportation planning for regional transpor-
tation facilities. The act authorized the creation of regional trans-
portation planning organizations (RTPO) by local governments to coor-
dinate transportation planning among jurisdictions and develop a re-
gional transportation plan. The regional transportation planning pro-
gram is available to all counties and cities statewide (RCW 
47.80.020).

(2) The legislature has authorized a grant program to fund this 
work. The department has the authority to administer this grant pro-
gram, and to develop in cooperation with the RTPOs:
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(a) Minimum planning standards for the development of a regional 
transportation plan;

(b) The RTPO regional transportation improvement program;
(c) Planning guidelines and principles;
(d) Certification standards for the transportation portion of lo-

cal comprehensive plans and county-wide planning policies;
(e) The adoption of LOS standards on state transportation facili-

ties; and
(f) RTPO regional transportation strategies.
(3) The purpose of the minimum planning standards is to guide 

RTPOs in the use of the regional transportation planning grants, and 
in the development of planning products under the program. Work pro-
posed by each regional transportation planning organization shall be 
included in a work program that demonstrates adherence to the planning 
standards within this chapter. The intent of the department is to pro-
vide guidance that is sufficient to ensure a minimum level of consis-
tency across the state, while providing flexibility for regions to 
meet specific mobility needs.

(4) The department will achieve this purpose through the estab-
lishment of these rules and through the cooperative development and 
maintenance of a set of RTPO planning standards and guidelines. Copies 
of these standards and guidelines will be available through the de-
partment's transportation planning office.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-020, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

PART TWO
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

WAC 468-86-030  Definitions.  "Consistency" means that no feature 
of a plan or regulation is incompatible with any other feature of a 
plan or regulation. Consistency is indicative of a capacity for order-
ly integration or operation with other elements in a system.

"Department" means the department of transportation (WSDOT).
"Least cost planning" means a process of comparing direct and in-

direct costs of demand and supply options to meet transportation goals 
and/or policies where the intent of the process is to identify the 
most cost-effective mix of options.

"Level of service" means an established minimum capacity for both 
transit and regional arterials that must be provided per unit of de-
mand or other appropriate measure of need.

"Organization" means regional transportation planning organiza-
tion (RTPO).

"Region" means the area that includes the local jurisdictions 
that comprise the regional transportation planning organization.

"Urbanized area" means those areas designated as such by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census.

"Urban growth areas" means those areas designated by a county 
pursuant to RCW 36.70A.110.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-030, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]
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WAC 468-86-040  Determining the region.  Local governments should 
decide the geographic extent and composition of their region. The re-
gion should reflect common transportation concerns and a willingness 
among the local governments to work together in a cooperative planning 
process.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-040, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-050  Establishing the organization.  (1) A regional 
transportation planning organization is a voluntary association of lo-
cal governments within the region. It shall be a formal organization 
formed through an interlocal agreement that establishes the organiza-
tion, defines duties and relationships, and includes a transportation 
policy board. The establishment of a technical advisory committee 
(TAC) is recommended. The RTPO must determine its own structure to en-
sure equitable and acceptable representation by member governments. 
Regions are encouraged to seek Native American tribal involvement.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-050, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-060  Relationship to MPOs.  The federal government re-
quires a regional transportation planning process in urbanized areas 
with over fifty thousand population. This process is carried out by 
metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) that have been jointly des-
ignated by local governments and the state. The intent is that the re-
gional transportation planning program be integrated with the metro-
politan planning organization program in these urbanized areas. RCW 
47.80.020 requires that RTPOs shall be the same organization as that 
designated as the MPO. The regional transportation planning program 
provides the opportunity for transportation planning in rural areas 
within the RTPO. The department intends to jointly administer these 
two programs.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-060, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-070  Designation procedures.  (1) Local governments 
desiring participation in the regional transportation planning program 
must submit an RTPO designation package to WSDOT. This information is 
necessary for WSDOT to verify that the RTPO meets the requirements of 
RCW 47.80.020. This package shall contain the following items:

(a) A description of the region;
(b) A formal designation of the RTPO, in the form of a resolution 

or other legal declaration;
(c) A list of all RTPO member local governments;
(d) A copy of the interlocal agreement that will govern RTPO op-

erations;
(e) A formal designation by the RTPO of the lead planning agency; 

and
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(f) A description of the RTPO's transportation policy board.
(2) WSDOT has the responsibility of verifying that RTPOs designa-

ted by local governments meet the state requirements. The most recent 
annual OFM population data will be used to verify population figures. 
WSDOT will review the RTPO designation package, make a finding of ver-
ification, and concur with or deny the local designation. Once veri-
fied, the RTPO may proceed in carrying out its duties and may receive 
regional transportation planning formula grants. If significant 
changes are made in the structure of the RTPO, WSDOT may request that 
another designation package be submitted for verification review.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-070, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

PART THREE
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

WAC 468-86-080  Least-cost planning methodology.  The methodology 
shall consider direct and indirect costs and benefits for all reasona-
ble options to meet planning goals and objectives. The methodology 
shall treat demand and supply resources  on a consistent and integra-
ted basis. The regional transportation planning organizations shall 
consult the guidelines set forth by the department for implementing a 
least-cost planning methodology. Regional transportation plans should 
incrementally incorporate least-cost planning methodologies as these 
concepts are developed. The regional transportation plan adopted after 
July 1, 2000, shall be based on a least-cost planning methodology ap-
propriate to the region.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-080, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-090  Regional transportation goals and objectives. 
The regional transportation planning program is meant to foster an on-
going transportation planning and decision-making process that active-
ly plans for the improvement of regional transportation systems and 
coordinates this process among jurisdictions. The goals and objectives 
of the regional transportation plan should incorporate existing trans-
portation related county-wide planning policies or multicounty trans-
portation related planning policies where adopted and adhere to the 
following principles:

(1) Build upon applicable portions of the existing local compre-
hensive plan and process and promote the establishment of a regional 
perspective into the local comprehensive plan;

(2) Encourage partnerships between federal, state, local and 
tribal governments, special districts, the private sector, the general 
public, and other interest groups during conception, technical analy-
sis, policy development, and decision processes in developing, updat-
ing, and maintaining the regional transportation plan;

(3) Ensure early and continuous public involvement from conceptu-
al planning through decision making;
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(4) Shall be ongoing, and incorporate short and long range multi-
modal planning activities to address major capacity expansion and op-
erational improvements to the regional transportation system;

(5) Use regionally coordinated, valid and consistent technical 
methods and data should be used in identifying and analyzing needs;

(6) Consider environmental impacts related to the development of 
regional transportation policies and facilities and;

(7) Address the policies regarding the coordination of transpor-
tation planning among regional jurisdictions, including the relation-
ship between regional transportation planning, local comprehensive 
planning and state transportation planning.

Within these principles, regions shall develop their own ongoing 
planning process for the development and refinement of the regional 
transportation plan, and provide a forum for the discussion of region-
al transportation planning issues.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-090, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-100  Regional transportation strategy.  Each regional 
transportation planning organization shall develop a regional trans-
portation strategy. The strategy should identify alternative transpor-
tation modes within the region and recommend policies to:

(1) Address each transportation mode;
(2) Address intermodal connections between modes; and
(3) Address transportation demand management where required.
The regional transportation strategy is intended to guide devel-

opment of the regional transportation plan and any periodic updates.
Adopted multicounty and county-wide planning policies and poli-

cies from local comprehensive plans that are regional in scope and re-
gionally consistent should provide the basis for the regional trans-
portation strategy. The regional transportation strategy should be pe-
riodically reviewed and updated as necessary to reflect changing pri-
orities or to maintain regional consistency.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-100, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-110  Needs, deficiencies, data requirements, and coor-
dinated regional transportation and land use assumptions.  (1) The 
following components shall be developed and incorporated in the RTP:

(a) An inventory of existing regional transportation facilities 
and services, including physical, operational, and usage characteris-
tics of the regional transportation system;

(b) An evaluation of current facilities and services, comparing 
current usage, and operational characteristics to level of service 
standards, and identification of regional transportation needs;

(c) Forecasts of future travel demand, based on the regional 
transportation strategy and local comprehensive plans;

(d) Identification of future regional transportation system defi-
ciencies, comparing future travel needs for movement of people and 
goods to available facilities and services; and
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(e) Coordinated common regional assumptions (growth, population, 
employment, mode split, etc.,) among local jurisdictions for the de-
velopment of all transportation models to ensure consistency within 
the RTPO, and:

(i) These common regional assumptions shall recognize the plan-
ning requirements of the state's Growth Management Act, and;

(ii) Be consistent with population forecasts prepared by the of-
fice of financial management.

(2) Performance monitoring. An integral part of the regional 
transportation plan is monitoring the performance of the regional 
transportation system over time. This information is necessary to de-
termine the success of plan implementation and the effect of the de-
sired improvements on the performance of the regional transportation 
system. Each RTPO shall describe their performance monitoring system 
in the regional transportation plan. The performance monitoring meas-
ures shall include traffic volumes and vehicle miles of travel (VMT) 
at a minimum and can include, but are not limited to, travel time, 
speed, safety standards and other measures. Performance monitoring 
measures should be coordinated and measurable on a consistent basis 
throughout the RTPO.

(3) Regional development patterns and investments.   The regional 
transportation plan shall include a general assessment of regional de-
velopment patterns and investments. This analysis is intended to pro-
vide direction and background information for updates of the regional 
transportation plan. The RTP updates shall be based upon a general 
retrospective discussion of current land use and transportation pat-
terns and their relationship to the region's goals and objectives and 
elsewhere in the regional transportation plan. Current and projected 
development patterns and the expected magnitudes and time frame in 
which these developments are expected to occur should be reviewed and 
evaluated against the regional growth and transportation strategies. 
If the regional growth and transportation strategies have changed or 
current and projected development can be shown to be inconsistent, the 
plan should be updated to reflect these changes, or development poli-
cies should be updated to assure consistency and continuity of trans-
portation and land use issues within the region. The region’s interre-
lationships between growth and transportation should be discussed 
along with strategies such as access control, development of heritage 
corridors, and other measures designed to maintain current and pro-
posed development patterns consistent with the regional transportation 
plan and the transportation and land use elements of local comprehen-
sive plans.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-110, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-120  Financial component.  The financial component 
shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of funding capacity including an inventory of 
revenue sources for regional transportation improvements, and probable 
funding levels available for regional transportation improvements from 
each source;

(2) Probable funding comparisons with identified current and fu-
ture needs, including identified funding shortfalls; and
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(3) If funding shortfalls are identified, an analysis of addi-
tional funding resources to make up the shortfall, or a reassessment 
of the regional transportation strategies, at a minimum, to ensure 
that transportation needs fall within probable funding levels.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-120, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-130  Proposed future transportation network.  Based 
upon the identified needs and probable funding levels within the re-
gion, the proposed future transportation network defines specific fa-
cility or service improvements, transportation system management 
strategies, and demand management strategies proposed for implementa-
tion on the regional transportation system. The plan shall identify 
priority levels for these improvements to guide local jurisdictions 
and the state in implementation and development of the regional trans-
portation improvement program.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-130, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

WAC 468-86-140  High capacity transit and public transportation 
interrelationships.  Within those RTPOs where there is an existing or 
proposed high capacity transit system, the regional transportation 
plan shall discuss the relationship between the high capacity transit 
system and conventional public transit system. This could include pol-
icies to maintain coordinated arrivals and departures of interconnect-
ing routes, coordination with other multimodal transportation centers, 
and other strategies targeted at improving these intermodal relation-
ships over time.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-140, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

PART FOUR
CERTIFICATION

WAC 468-86-150  Certification.  (1) By December 31, 1996, each 
RTPO shall certify, that the transportation element of all comprehen-
sive plans for cities and counties planning under the Growth Manage-
ment Act:

(a) Reflect the transportation guidelines and principles estab-
lished in the regional transportation plan;

(b) Are consistent with the adopted regional transportation plan; 
and

(c) Conform with the requirements of RCW 36.70A.070.
(2) Each RTPO shall also certify that county-wide planning poli-

cies adopted under RCW 36.70A.210 and the adopted regional transporta-
tion plan are consistent.
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(3) Regions shall cooperatively define and establish measures and 
processes to determine regional consistency with the adopted regional 
transportation plan.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-150, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

PART FIVE
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

WAC 468-86-160  Regional transportation improvement program.  (1) 
Each RTPO shall compile a regional transportation improvement program 
(TIP) at least once every two years. The regional TIP shall:

(a) Be developed on a cooperative basis by local government agen-
cies, public transit agencies, and the department of transportation 
within each region;

(b) Consist of a list of regionally significant transportation 
projects and programs including projects proposed for construction and 
transportation demand management measures proposed to be implemented 
during each year for the next six-year period;

(c) Consist of regionally significant projects included in the 
local six-year transit development plans and six-year comprehensive 
transportation programs required by RCW 35.58.2795, 35.77.010, and 
36.81.121 for transit agencies, cities, towns, and counties;

(d) Include all proposed WSDOT projects in the region;
(e) Include only projects consistent with the regional transpor-

tation plan;
(f) Include a financial section outlining:
(i) Sources of funding reasonably expected to be received for 

each year of the ensuing three-year period; and
(ii) All assumptions and explanations supporting the expected 

levels of funding consistent with information included in the finan-
cial component of the regional transportation plan.

(2) The six-year regional TIP developed by each RTPO is intended 
for use as a planning document and shall be available at the lead 
planning agency office of the RTPO.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. WSR 
97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-160, filed 4/15/97, effective 
5/16/97.]

Certified on 2/20/2023 Page 8




