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New Executive Director: Michael Fong
• Regional Administrator, US Small Business 

Administration (Washington, Oregon, Idaho)
• Chief Recovery and Resilience Officer for Snohomish 

County
• Senior Deputy Mayor, City of Seattle 2017-2021
• Native of Spokane
• Bachelor of Arts - University of Washington
• Starts May 8, 2023
• Replaces Lisa Brown
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2021 Washington State Energy Strategy

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/energystrategy

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/energystrategy


Climate and Health
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Climate Impacts
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Facing a climate emergency 
in Washington

9

*UW Climate Impacts Group special 
report
“No Time to Waste”
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• Clean electricity supplies
• Bulk power transmission
• Energy efficiency
• Flexible loads

• Electrolytic hydrogen
• EV infrastructure
• Clean fuels
• Industrial policy and innovation
• Workforce development
• Land use policies

Prompt action needed 
in all sectors
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https://www.energy.gov/eere/us-national-blueprint-transportation-decarbonization-joint-strategy-
transform-transportation

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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Taking action on greenhouse gases

12

In 2020, the Washington Legislature 
set new greenhouse gas emission 
limits in order to combat climate 
change. Under the law, the state is 
required to reduce emissions levels:

• 2020 - reduce to 1990 level of 
95.5 million metric tons. ​

• ​2030 - 45% below 1990 level to 
50 million tons.

• 2040 - 70% below 1990 levels to 
27 million tons.

• 2050 - 95% below 1990 levels to 
5 million tons – and achieve net 
zero emissions.
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13

https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2021-12-14/vehicle-emission-declines-led-to-fewer-deaths-study-finds
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Washington State reaches Gov. Inslee’s Results WA goal 
of 50,000 PEVs by 2020

Source: Department of Licensing https://data.wa.gov

Plug In Electric Vehicle Registrations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*Gov. Inslee set Results WA goal when he took office in 2013 
there were only 8,000 PEVs on our roads, including only 6 PEVs in the state fleet. 

We met and exceeded that goal in August 2019.

As of the end of March, there were 124,716 PEVs registered in WA including 96,266 BEVs and 28,450 PHEVs.

https://data.wa.gov/
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Source: WSDOT Gray Notebook December 2022 

Plug In Electric Vehicles by County

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This map that shows where EVs are registered. The darker the green means the more EVs. Note that every county in WA now has electric vehicles, and about half of them are in King County. Most of the EVs are in communities along the I-5 corridor, but EV adoption is growing across the state.

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/gray-notebook-Dec22.pdf
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Successes
• 100,000 EVs on WA roads
• 2nd largest EV market share
• Tacoma beating Austin, Denver, DC for new EVs registered
• Combined with the Clean Fuel Standard and other transportation 

initiatives, Washington residents will realize a reduction in air pollution 
providing an estimated $1.8 billion in economic benefit from better 
health by 2038 (ECY/BRG)

• Move Ahead Washington
• IEVCC
• California projects avoiding 3800 premature deaths over 25 years, two 

thirds of those being people of color



Federal
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

DriveElectric.gov



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 19

Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

DriveElectric.gov
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EPA, USDA…

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-grants-funding-and-technical-assistance
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs
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Key Federal Legislation
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Key Federal Legislation
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Federal Programs
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Federal Programs
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Federal Programs
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Federal Programs



State
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Building a comprehensive approach to emissions 
reduction

29
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Passenger Vehicles and Infrastructure
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Commercial Vehicles and 
Infrastructure
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Washington State House of Representatives Office of Program Research

Transit and Marine



Energy

https://natehagens.com/
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Key Strategic Documents

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/2021-state-energy-strategy/
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Key State Laws
• In 2021, the Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) Act (SB 

5141) became the first law in Washington designed to 
create a coordinated state agency approach to 
environmental justice. As one of seven agencies 
covered by the act, Commerce must:

• Adopt a community engagement plan
• Incorporate environmental justice (EJ) into our strategic 

plan
• Prioritize EJ in budget and funding decisions
• Conduct EJ assessments on our programs and policies
• Definitions 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.
010

• https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/washington-
tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-
disparities-map

• Health Information by location 
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtnibl/WTNIBL/

• Energy Independence Act 2006 (EIA/I-937)
• Electric utilities serving at least 25,000 retail 

customers must use renewable energy and 
conservation. (18 utilities providing 80% of the 
electricity sold to Washington retail customers). 

• Clean Energy Transportation Act 2019 (CETA) 
• After 2025, no coal in resource mix
• By 2030, greenhouse neutral electricity supply
• By 2045, 100% renewable or non-emitting sources

• Healthy Environment for All Act (HEAL)
• Climate Commitment Act (Cap and Trade)
• Growth Management Act 
• Executive Order 21-04 (ZEV state fleet)

• 40% of the state fleet electric by 2025
• 75% by 2030
• 100% compliance by 2040

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjEuNTY3NDM1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xhd2ZpbGVzZXh0LmxlZy53YS5nb3YvYmllbm5pdW0vMjAyMS0yMi9QZGYvQmlsbHMvU2Vzc2lvbiUyMExhd3MvU2VuYXRlLzUxNDEtUzIuU0wucGRmP3E9MjAyMjA0MTUxNDI1NTcifQ.JIAwfim1QaSPJt6wFTYIWHdwMfwSsierdjkqoRHH50I/s/2159205254/br/130128361919-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjEuNTY3NDM1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xhd2ZpbGVzZXh0LmxlZy53YS5nb3YvYmllbm5pdW0vMjAyMS0yMi9QZGYvQmlsbHMvU2Vzc2lvbiUyMExhd3MvU2VuYXRlLzUxNDEtUzIuU0wucGRmP3E9MjAyMjA0MTUxNDI1NTcifQ.JIAwfim1QaSPJt6wFTYIWHdwMfwSsierdjkqoRHH50I/s/2159205254/br/130128361919-l
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.02.010
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/washington-environmental-health-disparities-map
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtnibl/WTNIBL/
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SB 5974 effective July 1, 2022/

Transportation Electrification Target
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/clean-transportation/ev-coordinating-council/transportation-electrification-strategy/

Transportation Electrification Strategy



Grants
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https://www.energy.wsu.edu/GreenTransportationProgram/FundingOpportunities.aspx
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-programs/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency-improvement-guaranteed-loans

Grants
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/clean-energy-fund/electrification-of-transportation//

Electrification of Transportation 
Systems Program
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/clean-energy/grid-modernization/clean-energy-fund-5-cef5-grid-modernization-now-accepting-applications/

Grid Modernization Open to May 4
• Eligible Applicants
• The Grid Modernization program has 

supported electrical utilities across 
the state in the challenges of 
integrating renewable energy 
technologies and building a more 
sustainable and resilient grid. Now in 
its fifth iteration, this program has 
expanded eligibility to include:

• Federally recognized Tribal 
governments

• Community organizations
• Local governments
• Public and private electrical utilities

• Update: Phase One 
Applications now Due at 
12:00PM Pacific Time on 
Thursday May 4, 2023. A new 
schedule of procurement 
activities can be found in the 
RFA.



Legislation
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/

2023 Legislative Session – Topics
• Resilience
• Planning
• Housing
• Environment
• Equity
• Grid Management/Siting
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/

2023 Legislative Session – Bills/Laws
• 1048 Freight Mobility
• 1176 Climate Ready 

Communities
• 1175 Petroleum Storage Tanks
• 1181 Climate Planning
• 1236 Public Transport Fuel
• 1257 Port Cooperation
• 1258 Tourism
• 1736 Odometer Readings

• 1783 Grant Writers
• 1791 Commercial Aviation
• 1838 Revenue Forecasting
• 1846 Ferry Procurement
• 5144 Battery Management
• 5447 Clean Jet Fuel
• 5765 I-5 Bridge Tolling
• 3 Budget Bills



Constraints
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Constraints
• Market Forces – Vehicles
• Market Forces – EVSE 
• Supply Chain
• Workforce
• Capacity
• Inflation
• Fleet Transition

• Case Study: School Bus 
Electrification

• First round (October 2022) 
winners of EPA's Clean School 
Bus Program rebates have been 
given two extra weeks -- until April 
28, 2023 -- to place their orders for 
their new buses. 

• The EPA has promised to 
announce this spring its new 
Clean School Bus Program (CSBP) 
funding round. It will be a grant 
application; deadlines are 
typically 90 days after the 
announcement is made.
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Inflation

47

Highway construction costs have increased 50 
percent since December 2020 (FHWA)

Causes: 
• Price of asphalt (derived from crude oil)
• Grading and excavation (diesel fuel)
• Bridges (steel)

https://www.enotrans.org/article/highway-construction-costs-have-risen-50-in-two-years/



The Future
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOC/bulletins/355a564
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=346798
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Upcoming

50

• Cap and Trade market development
• Transportation Electrification Strategy
• Transportation Decarbonization (WSDOT)
• Economic Sector Buildout
• Address needs of low-income and vulnerable
• Federal and State grants
• Implementation of new legislation
• Preparation for next session 



Thank You
Steven.Polunsky@commerce.wa.gov
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