
POPULATION DENSITY: PEOPLE PER SQUARE MILE IN THE PENINSULA REGION
POPULATION DENSITY
This is a highly rural region, with well over 
half of the population, jobs, and services 
located in Kitsap County. Jefferson County 
is so rural that it is designated a “frontier 
one” county, with less than 21 people per 
square mile. And Clallam is a “frontier two” 
county, at more than 21 but less than 50 
people per square mile. Additionally, most 
of the region’s population lives outside of 
any incorporated city or town. 

Jefferson County is a frontier one county.
Clallam County is a frontier two county.



POPULATION DENSITY: PEOPLE 65 AND OLDER IN THE PENINSULA REGION
SENIORS
People 65 and older account for over a 
quarter of the region’s population. This is 
especially prevalent across the North 
Olympic Peninsula, in the rain shadow of 
the Olympics. Over 36% of the combined 
population in Clallam and Jefferson 
Counties is 65 or older and is expected to 
increase as a share of the total population 
until 2035, when natural factors will likely 
see that share decrease. Due to its size, 
well over half of all seniors in the region live 
in Kitsap County. By 2035, over one quarter 
of Kitsap residents are expected to be 65 or 
older. 



POPULATION DENSITY: LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS IN THE PENINSULA REGION
LOW INCOME
The federal poverty level, or FPL, is a 
common indicator of low income. But as 
this figure from the 2024 “State of ALICE in 
Washington” report makes clear, too many 
who are struggling to make ends meet 
would never be considered “in poverty” by 
the federal metric.  A financial set-back 
from loss of a job, change in a household 
situation, illness, or other factor can make 
it unaffordable to drive and with that come 
cascading effects.



POPULATION DENSITY: PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN THE PENINSULA REGION
DISABILITY
Not everyone with a disability needs help 
with travel, and not all those who need help 
require special vehicles or transportation 
services.  For many, regular fixed-route 
transit is the ticket to independent 
lifestyles. Others need special vehicles or 
“door through door” assistance. Many who 
need travel support didn’t need help not so 
long ago. People lose the ability to drive as 
a result of age-related declines, accidents, 
or illness, always a difficult transition. 
Those living in outlying rural areas have 
fewer viable options than those in town 
where there are higher densities and more 
services.
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